THE GENERAL STRIKE
which even the patient Clyncs In a protest of passionate indigna-
tion, has described as * the worst piece of vindictive and spiteful
class legislation which our country has ever known.5
It was a Bill which drove the imperturbable Snowden to
characterize as * a deliberate provocation to trade unions,
clearly intended to cripple them, a mean, particularly disgrace-
ful measure, with malice in every clause.'
The Prime Minister promised in the House of Commons that
there would be no victimization after the General Strike. But
his speech of peace was followed by the most ruthless retaliation
on the strikers. In the years following the strike there was a
most cruel attack by the Means Test and other methods on
the standard of life of the poor. There was in these years such
poverty and misery in the coal-lidds and industrial districts
as had not been soon since UK: * Hungry Forties.* A new and
savage significance was given to the phrase ' Distressed Area/
What is the conclusion of the whole matter? It is that Earl
Baldwin's speeches must all be taken in the Pickwickian sense.
If the Trade Union Congress had realized earlier this fact they
would have known what value to put on them. If they had
been familiar with the Baldwimun technique they would have
known that when lie talked of peace in industry, he meant
war. The peace ho meant was the peace of the prostrate
pugilist while the referee was counting him out* Yet his
speeches have always been successful. Although he has
ingenuously endorsed Fronde's dictum that * Oratory is the
harlot of the arts/ no speaker of modern times has made such
successful use of it, lie has been successful in the House of
Commons and on the platform and that without any effort on
his part to harmonize his perorations with his practice.